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Introduction

Chinese is one of the most commonly used language among the four official
languages in Singapore. There are 3 major Chinese newspapers, Lianhe Zaobao,
Lianhe Wanbao, Xinmin Ribao, and their online edition (http://www.zaobao.com).
There are several major Chinese magazines, textbooks, and lot of publications. From
these sources, we collect the following unique examples of document styles and
layouts and present these requirements in this report for the DocSIlI symposium.

Examples

1. Mixture of vertical and horizontal lines
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Figure 1 Mixture of vertical and horizontal lines



Figure 1 shows the mixture of vertical and horizontal lines. In particular, the body of
the article was written in horizontal. The title and subtitles were mostly in vertical lines.
Please note that 8 Chinese characters of the title are in 2 vertical lines but the other 5

Chinese characters are in horizontal line. This layout was from Chinese newspaper
Zaobao.

2. Hanyu Pinyin with Chinese characters
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Figure 2 Hanyu Pinyin at the bottom of Chinese characters

Figure 2 shows that Hanyu Pinyin for each Chinese character is marked at the
bottom of Chinese characters. This is different from the style used in China where the
Pinyin is at the top of the characters. Also please note each character and its Pinyin
need to be vertically aligned so that the space between characters vary from
character to character. This layout is from a primary school textbook.



Numbering and layout of orders
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Figure 3: numbering by Chinese characters

Figure 3 illustrates some unique aspect of Chinese numbering, these Chinese words
in the bracket of each subtitle indicate the order. It is common to use Chinese words
for numbering. Beside above words, there are few more groups of words for
numbering in Chinese. This source is also from school

Figure 4 demonstrates the position of numbers for the objects in the layout. It looks
like a nested numbering in the layout. There is a number at the top of the right most
vertical line. And the sub-numbering number is marked at the middle of the left side
of each paragraph. This is very common style in horse racing reports in Zaobao.
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Figure 4 Position of the numbers in the layout

4. Dimension splitter and table
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Figure 5 Dimension split table



Figure 5 shows a dimension split table. At the top-left corner cell, it is a dimension
splitter. It is also interesting to see that there are 2 columns under this splitter. This
example is from a magazine.

5. Borders and shading
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Figure 6 titles with border aﬁ(.j‘srhading

The left one of Figure 6 shows that titles are bordered with rectangle. And in the right
one of Figure 6 the subtitles are shaded and bordered with round rectangle. Above
contents are from Zaobao newspaper as well.

6. Two-lines-in-one style
Figure 7 shows another document style, 2 lines are employed as notes lines but are

placed in the place of single line. This example is from a book. There may be some
other examples from newspaper as well.
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Figure 7 two-lines-in-one layout

Conclusion

report. These are commonly used styles in Singapore. It looks important to preserve
these styles and layouts for document interchange. Therefore above document styles

The 6 unique Chinese document styles/layouts from Singapore are illustrated in this
and layouts will be presented at the first DocSII symposium.



